
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                      

              Week 9 Term 1 2021 

Dear Parents and Friends of Melrose Primary 
Last Tuesday 16 March, a successful Governing Council AGM was held.   On this night 
the Annual 2020 School Report, the 2021 School Improvement Plan and the 2021 
School Budget were approved. I thank Tess (Chairperson), Lachie (Deputy Chair), 
Sarah (Treasurer), Lydia (Secretary), Amanda, Kerri, Melita, Jessica, Elishia, and Dina 
for taking on active positions or roles in this year’s Governing Council.   
Governing Council approved early finishes (2.20pm) for Easter Thursday and the last 
day of term. Approval was also given for a student free day on 15th June – the 
Tuesday after the June long weekend.  This day will be spent with Flinders 
Partnership schools focussing on mathematics. 
 

Reminder - School commencement time 
Please be aware that school commences at 8.50am.  Students who arrive after this 
time are recorded as late.  It is important to have everyone at school on time.  Just 
a few minutes before the bell goes is valuable time for students and teachers to 
greet each other and as a group move into classes to start the day’s learning and 
working together. 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
Interviews have been held this week.  Both Brooke, Kate, Emily and I believe this 
time to be extremely valuable in the education of your children.  It is by working 
together that we can achieve the best for your children. 
 

Ongoing COVID Restrictions 
Drink Bottles  
I have noticed of late that several students have forgotten to bring their drink bottles 
to school.  Until we are given further directions from the department drink taps can 
only be used for filling drink bottles. Please ensure your child has their water bottle 
each day.  
Cutlery  
The borrowing of cutlery is another area which is not permitted due to the current 
covid restrictions.  Please include in your children’s lunch boxes the appropriate 
cutlery if needed. 
 
Harmony Day 

Last Tuesday we celebrated Harmony Day. As a school we watched a power point 

presentation on the meaning and importance of Harmony Day. Bryce, Riley and 

Lucas produced a ‘Kahoot’ quiz which was enjoyed by all and all students 

contributed in producing a Harmony Day banner which will be displayed in the 

Community Room.  We completed our celebrations by enjoying a shared morning 

tea prepared by the SRC. 
Orange is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Day. Traditionally, orange 

signifies social communication and meaningful conversations. It also relates to the                       

freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual respect.  

 
 

Week 1 Term 1 2020  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 
March 30th  

Choir practice Jamestown  
 

March 31st  
Yr 4/5 Bike trail session  

 
April 1st  

Tuck Day Taco Thursday  
Early dismissal 2.20pm  

 
April 2nd  

GOOD FRIDAY  
PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

 
April 5th  

EASTER MONDAY  
PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

 
April 6th  

Yr 4/5 Bike trail session  
 

April 7th  
Yr 6/7 Bike trail session  

 
April 9th  

Assembly 2pm  
Early dismissal 2.20pm  

 
 
 

FOR ALL SCHOOL 
INVOICES  

BSB: 065-509 
ACC: 10039517 
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Leaders Day Summit 

 Last Friday I attended the annual Leaders’ Summit for DfE schools.  I came away with several ideas to further shape 
our curriculum offerings at MPS.  Some of my take-always from the two days included: 

 The importance of students talking about themselves as learners 

 Improvement in learning for students is achieved through precision in practice 

 We need intentionality, precision and a focus in our work to improve student learning 

 Actions do not make an impact if they don’t align with the school’s vision. 
To achieve school goals and improve and accelerate student learning there needs to be evidence of data used, 
precision and focus in teaching strategies, a school having a strong positive culture, a sense of belonging and everyone 
working together and all being passionate and committed to improvement. 
 

Premiers Reading Challenge 2019 
Our school has once again committed to being part of this reading initiative.  All our students are expected to 
participate. The Challenge is to read 12 books in total.  
 

From Reception to Year 7, 8 of these books are to be from the Challenge booklists, available on the Premiers Reading 
Challenge website, and 4 of their own choice.   
http://www.premiersreadingchallenge.sa.edu.au/prc/pages/staff/printbooklist/?reFlag=1 
 
The challenge is now one third completed.  For most of our 
students this should mean having read and recorded at 
least four books before the term ends. 
 

Congratulations to Chloe, Eva and Myah who have 
completed the challenge thus far.  What enthusiastic 
readers. 

MNSEC Sports Day  
Che and Lucas were nominated to represent Booleroo 
Centre District School at the MNSEC Athletics Carnival last 
week held at Jamestown. Their nominations to this event 
were due to the fact they had done so well at our local 
sports day held at BCDS on Friday 5th March.  By all accounts these boys also did extremely well in Jamestown. 
Congratulations boys and well done, you have made Melrose Primary School very proud.   
 
Bike Education 
On March 11th the Junior Primary class participated in two bike education sessions 
with instructors from Over the Edge, Melrose.  The aim was to develop riding skills 
and confidence in Mountain Biking while having FUN and it certainly delivered. It 
was a great experience that the Upper Primary class will also take part in, riding 
before the term is out. 
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Aquatics Year 6/7 
The day was perfect for being out on the water with the tide in and sun shining, although an afternoon breeze would 
have topped it off!  Students participated in snorkelling, canoeing, kayaking and sailing with dedicated and experienced 
instructors at the Port Augusta Aquatics Centre.  The group listened well and tried their best to master new skills.  The 
drive down went quickly with excited chat about the day ahead, memories of 2020 Aquatics and the skills already 
learned. On the return trip stories about the day were turned into memories while the hunger pains of an active day 
on the water screamed for a hearty dinner. The unanswered question was ‘who sank the boat?’ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Upper Primary Class 
On Friday 12th March the year 6/7’s joined with Wilmington PS students and attended an aquatics day in Port Augusta. 
The students had a great day trying a variety of water activities. Thank you to Brooke Gamlen for being the teacher on 
duty and also Chris Cains for helping drive students to Port Augusta.  
 

Grip Leadership  
Thursday 18th March saw the year 6/7 students attend the GRIP leadership program in Port Augusta. Our year 6/7 
leaders learned about ‘What it means to be a Good Leader’ and how to demonstrate leadership qualities. The year 6/7 
students represented our school well with many of our students having the courage to volunteer to go up on stage. 
Thank you to Tess McCallum for her help in driving some of the students to Port Augusta.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A special thank you to all of our parents who continually help in some way, whether it be small or large, activities and 
excursions run so smoothly with your help and would not be possible if we did not have the support from our valued 
parents. Thank you.  
 

Play Centre Visits 

This term the Play Centre and Junior Primary class have been catching up for a play and chat at Melrose Rural Care and 
at school. The imaginative play, exploration and cooperative games played have encouraged positive interactions and 
developed relationships among the group.  Elin and Brooke will continue planning regular visits and celebrate events 
such as National Simultaneous Storytime in May. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Governing Council News  
Thursday 1st April will be Taco Thursday at lunchtime, 
2 tacos and a drink will be served for $5 per student.  
An envelope will be attached to this newsletter for 
your order and money. Orders are due to the Front 
Office by no later than Monday March 29th, this allows 
the caterer’s time to purchase the correct amount of 
ingredients.  
If you have any questions regarding our first tuck day 
for quite a while please do not hesitate to contact 
Kerri Lee-Bruce or Tess McCallum.  
 

Fundraising  
Governing Council have decided to fundraise to help 
reduce the cost per student for the Upper Primary 
Camp in term two.  One of the fundraising items is 
lucky square tickets.  
 

A big thank you to Sarah Goldsworthy who has sought 
lucky square cards, donations from businesses and 
organised gift prizes. Gifts include Tupperware filled 
with Easer Eggs, Mother’s Day gift pack, Booleroo 
Meat Centre voucher, North Star Hotel vouchers, Mt 
Remarkable Hotel voucher.  
 

Several businesses in town were only too happy to 
accommodate her request in supporting our school 
fundraising idea.  
More fundraising ideas will follow very soon once 
details are confirmed.  
 

BMW Football and Netball trainings 

Football:  
Junior colts training Thursday 4.30pm (Yrs 6 and 7) 
Minis and Sub minis training date and time to be confirmed  

Netball: 
Thursday Trainings Juniors 5-6pm (Yrs 2-7)  
Minis and Sub Minis training date and time to be confirmed  


