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Week 4 Term 2 2021
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday 25th May
Assembly 8.50 am
Mon 31st May – Wednesday
2nd June

SAPSASA Football
Adelaide
th

Wednesday 9 June
Adelaide University
Music Concert
Thursday 10th June
SAPSASA Cross Country
Oakbank

Monday 14th June
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Tuesday 15th June
STUDENT FREE DAY
NOTES GONE HOME
SAPSASA Cross Country

FOR ALL SCHOOL
INVOICES
BSB: 065-509
ACC: 10039517

Dear Parents and Friends of Melrose Primary
This term seems to be flying by. There are lots of things happening which makes for
our school being a great place of learning.
Upper Primary Camp
The Upper Primary class along with the Upper Primary students from Wilmington
Primary School have been on camp this week. We had a great time. I would like to
thank Kate for being the chief organiser, putting in a huge amount of time behind
the scenes which made for wonderful learning experiences for all who attended.
The Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) Collection
This is an Australian Government Initiative and has been conducted nationally every
three years since 2009. It is a national progress measure of early child development
and involves teachers of children in their first year of full-time school completing
questions in the Early Development Survey about each child.
Results from previous data collections have been used to help young children and
families in a range of ways that can improve their development and wellbeing
before they reach school, including schools using the data to collaborate with early
years networks, communities identifying gaps in supports and services for families
with young children and governments using the data as evidence to develop better
policies for children.
On Wednesday Brooke undertook this work for our school.
NAPLAN
The annual NAPLAN testing (all tests were online except for the Year 3 writing test)
was conducted last week for students in Years 3, 5 and 7. Our testing ran very
smoothly and we now wait for results as all students applied themselves and tried
their best.
Grounds
I would like to acknowledge Greg’s work as our groundsman. Some serious tree
pruning has occurred at the front of the school as well as a tidy up of Pinkie’s Patch.
Pinkies Patch is named after a much-loved staff member and groundsman of the
school who passed away suddenly several years ago. It is time for a makeover of
this small garden. Thank you Greg for your work in making our school environment
a much envied and talked about place.
School Policy Update
The Primary student use of mobile phones and personal devices policy has been
completed and ratified by Governing Council. This is in response to a government
directive for all government schools in South Australia to have this policy developed
and in place by the end of Term 2, 2021. The policy can be found on our website or
you can request a hard copy from the front office.
East of the Ranges Choir
Congratulations to Eva and Maisie who have won solo parts in this year’s concert
which will be held at the Keith Michel Theatre later this year.

Simultaneous Story Time
National Simultaneous Storytime is held annually by the Australian Library and Information Association. Every year a
picture book, written, and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries,
schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and many other places around the country. On
Wednesday, the Junior Primary class and Playcentre combined to be involved in this event. Brooke and Elin planned
some fun activities to go with the reading of this year’s book.

Premiers Reading Challenge
Congratulations to the following who have completed the challenge thus far.
Chloe, Eva, George, Grace, Jack, Maisie, Myah, Neve, Olivia and Sol.
All students must read 12 books to complete this challenge before 3rd September.

Thank you
I would like to thank Mrs Gwenyth McCallum for her very generous donation to the school. Information books will be
purchased for the library.
Regards
Murray

Playcentre and Junior Primary made chocolate pudding space food after reading 'Give me some Space!

Upper Primary comments on their combined camp
Camp got off to a slow start on Monday due to the extensive road works we had to travel through, but all students
did an excellent job handling such a long road trip.
Once we arrived at camp it was straight into activities. There were 4 activities which we did in smaller groups as a
rotation. It included natural trail walk, boat ride, gym fun and caving. We learned lots about the natural wildlife, the
history of the Murray River and the ecology of the area. Many students were very brave at trying new and challenging
activities. Tuesday afternoon we combined as a whole group to watch some very funny sheep races and a very weird
looking emu. We concluded the evening with karaoke and a bonfire. Wednesday morning we looked at the museum
in Swan Reach, and looked at how life in the past and in particular what school was like. A very good time was had by
all, and it was great to meet the students from Wilmington Primary School and their teachers.
Lucas
Illawonga Camp was a great camp for everyone, it was fun, enjoyable and taught us about the River Murray. My
favourite part of the camp was caving, archery and the gym.
The caving was fun because it challenged us to get through tight areas and we also got to go looking for fossils.
The archery was enjoyable but challenging as well, because at first I couldn’t master the bow at all but then on my last
three shots I did one of the best.
The gym was also fun but challenging because many of the activities including bar swinging, tramp jumping and much
more made us hard to master them.
Overall the camp was great and was a great challenge in some activities which has taught us to break through
challenges in life which may get in our way.
Lily O
I really enjoyed camp but the most fun thing was going in the magical cave, I found it amazing how water had made
that enormous cave. I found some really amazing fossils and saw lots in the wall. It got really hot in the cave and it was
dusty. My other favorite thing was the boat ride down the Murray River. We went really fast and I loved the wind in
my face. We saw many pelicans and I learnt about a bird that can fly 390 kmph! I also loved the foam pit in the gym
and all the other activities. I jumped really high on the trampoline.
Going on the boat was new for me as I have only been on a boat once before. It was really fun to drive the boat for
the first time.
The most challenging thing on camp was trying to jump from one bar to the other on the uneven bars. In the end I
caught hold of the bar and held there for three seconds but then fell, luckily the foam pit was under me. I also found
it challenging to wriggle through the tiny tunnels in the cave. It was scary but when I made it to the end I was proud of
myself.
Elijah
The funniest thing at camp was when Buddy the dog was put down beside the ute and began running after a kangaroo.
He was a bit over weight so I was surprised that he could run!
Camp was great I really enjoyed the challenges and the activities!
I really enjoyed camp but the most fun thing was going in the magical cave, I found it amazing how water had made
that enormous cave. I found some really amazing fossils and saw lots in the wall. It got really hot in the cave and it
was dusty. My other favorite thing was the boat ride down the Murray River. We went really fast and I loved the
wind in my face. We saw many pelicans and I learnt about a bird that can fly 390 kmph! I also loved the foam pit in
the gym and all the other activities. I jumped really high on the trampoline.
Going on the boat was new for me as I have only been on a boat once before. It was really fun to drive the boat for
the first time.
Myah
On the boat ride we went super-fast. After the boat trip we went to the Big Bend Sheep Show and did whip cracking.
The gym was fun. We jumped on trampolines in to the foam pit. The uneven bars were tricky to master. I liked the
jumping from the trampoline into the foam pit.

Che
This is the second time I’ve been on this camp, the last time I was on this camp was when I was in year three. This time
I think it was better because I was a bit older. My favourite activity at the camp was probably the gym sessions because
it had a three metre deep foam pit and lots of acrobat equipment. My second favourite activity was the cave exploring
because we got to squeeze into tiny gaps into the cave. But I was a bit disappointed because last time I found a massive
gastropod which is like a sea snail shell and I didn’t find anything near as good.
Overall the camp was great and probably the one of the best camps.
Anna
The best camp ever.
Every part of camp was my fav. The maze was cool and creepy and I found the flag. The archery was hard but I did
well. I loved the pedal cars. I think I did 7 laps without stopping. When we went on the boat tour I made nearly everyone
scream. The caving was cool but I nearly ran out of air. The gym was the best and I played hide and seek in the foam
pit. The karaoke was cool, I participated in everything it was the best camp yet.

Eva - The caving was fantastic and the gym was sensational.
Lara - I really liked the sheep show and the boat ride.
Grace - It was really interesting learning about and looking at the different birds on the boat ride.
Maisie - I liked watching the sheep races it was funny.
Riley - I really liked the gym and playing hide and seek in the foam pit.
Mrs Taylor - My favorite bit was when Maisie was feeding a sheep at the sheep show and it jumped the fence and
Maisie ran up the grandstand to get away from it - Maisie thought it was pretty funny too.

CAMP ILLAWONGA 2021

HOW SCHOOL HAS CHANGED OVER THE YEARS

