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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Week 1 Term 4 2021

Dear Parents and Friends of Melrose Primary
Welcome back to Term 4.
It is shaping up to be a busy term including Tennis Hots Shot Carnival in Jamestown,
BCDS transition at Melrose PS Remembrance Day Service on The Mount at which our students will be involved,
Wednesday 27th October
Gymnastics lessons in Port Pirie, Swimming lessons, Tuck Day, JP Sleepover,
Painting of mural with artist Scott Rathman, Yr6/7 Graduation dinner and End of
SAPSASA Cricket
Year Presentation Night.
Mon 1st – Fri 5th November
As we move toward the end of 2021 and plan for next year, there are things to be
completed by all of us in some way, shape or form.
SAPSASA Tennis
In preparing for 2022, if you know of any families considering enrolling their children
Mon 8th – 12th November
at our school would you please encourage them to contact the school as soon as
practicable?
Remembrance Day
Thursday 11th November
Primary Maths Association State Competition
Congratulations to Bryce, Che, Chloe, Grace, Lily O, Lucas, Maisie and Myah, for
Combined excursion BCDS & WPS being selected to be our school entries in the 2021 Primary Maths Association
Wednesday 17th November
Maths Investigation Competition. Their investigative work was excellent including
some well thought out journal writing showing an understanding of the maths that
Whole school swimming
they included in their projects.
22nd - 26th November
Attendance
Week 7 Wilmington
We pride our school on achieving excellent student attendance however it is timely
to mention and highlight the importance of attendance towards a successful
Yr 6/7 Graduation dinner
th
education for all students.
Thursday 25 November
It is an expectation that students attend school every day from the time they turn 6
Yr 6/7 Transition day at BCDS until they turn 16. Regular attendance and participation in schooling is an important
factor in educational and life success. Students who miss school are at risk of
Monday 29th November
alienation from education that can lead to decreased options for future pathways.
Presentation Night
Our current attendance rate for the year is 92% which is good but we can do better.
Tuesday 7th December
The department analyses attendance of all students and categorise poor
attendance as Habitual or Chronic. Habitual is when a student has 5 to 9 absences
for any reason in a term (average of 1 day per fortnight). Chronic is when a student
is absent for 10 days or more in a term for any reason (average of 1 day per week).
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Valid reasons for parents to keep student/s away from school include:
 the student is too sick to leave the house or has an infectious disease like chicken
pox, mumps or measles
 the student has an injury preventing movement around school
 the student is going with his or her parents on a family holiday which cannot be
arranged in school vacations. This should be arranged with the Principal prior to the
absence by applying for a school exemption
 the principal is provided with any genuine and acceptable reason preventing the
student's attendance.

Principals have the authority to approve temporary exemptions of up to 1 month for family travel/holidays,
participation in elite sport, medical disability, and behavioural reasons. If the exemption is for more than one-month
approval must be sought from the Education Director via the school principal. Please make sure that you submit an
exemption form for your child / children if going to be absent for an extended period. Forms are available from the
Front Office.
Class Teacher Term Overviews
At the beginning of each term a term overview is sent home to inform you of work being covered in your children’s
classes for the coming term. Staff would appreciate any feedback on this information. Your suggestions are listened
to, as it is by knowing we can continue to grow and improve.
The term 4 overview accompanies today’s newsletter.
Nominations for Rowan Ramsey School Community Award – Final reminder
Each year, the Member for Grey, Mr Rowan Ramsay MP, sponsors a school community award. Accordingly, we are
currently seeking nominations of individuals who have provided support to our school over this year. If there is a
person in your mind who fits this criterion, please forward their name to me by COB Friday 22 October.
A final decision will be made by the Governing Council at their meeting in week 3.

Regards
Murray
Yesteryear - 1989

2022 Materials & Services Charges
Please see below a copy of the composition of the charge for Materials and Services Charges for 2022 as verified by
the Chief Executive, Department for Education. This amount of $253 is the legally recoverable amount known as the
‘standard sum’.
Our Governing Council will meet Tuesday 26th October 2021 and invite all parents and community members to attend
this meeting and discuss the charge prior to approval being sought.
In lieu of attendance at the meeting, parents and community members may express their views in writing to Principal
- Murray Koster or Chairperson of the Governing Council - Tess McCallum prior to meeting date.
Please note, families who are eligible for School Card will not be expected to pay this charge once their application has
been successful. 2022 School Card details will be released early in 2022.

.

Hot Shots Tennis at Jamestown
On Tuesday students in Years 3-7 took part in a whole day tennis excursion at Jamestown. Students played 6 rounds
of tennis against students from Jamestown Community School and St James. It was perfect weather for tennis.
Students were all very enthusiastic and gave it a real good go. They also had fun making some new friends. Students
got their groove on in the final round robin which was a dance round. The dance round saw George and Jack doing
Gangnam style and Maisie trying to do the YMCA while playing tennis at the same time. Anna won award for the best
dancer in our school and Elijah and Lucas for good sportsmanship. It was
a great day out, everyone really enjoyed themselves.

