
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                             Week 6 Term 4 
 

Dear Friends and Family of Melrose Primary School 
 It was great to have parents and families come for our assembly last week. I look 
forward to a full house for our Presentation Night on Tuesday 13th December. 
Swimming lessons are this week and we have some very brave students going in the 
pool on what was on Monday and Tuesday cold days. I was told the water was warm 
in the pool, it was getting out that made a few shiver. We thank Denise Walter for 
very generously volunteering to drive the bus for the four days of our lessons. 

Presentation Night 
Please keep this date in mind for our end of year Presentation/Concert Night. We will 
commence the night with bring your own picnic at 6 pm with formalities commencing 
at 7 pm.   
 

Planning for 2023  
We are in the process of completing our planning for the 2023 school year. It would 
be greatly appreciated if you could inform the school if you know of anyone who 
might be intending to enrol their child/ren next year.  
 

Message from Carol Williams, Education Director 
Dear staff, you may be aware that Murray Koster finishes his tenure at the end of this 
year. Don’t panic- Murray is not going anywhere! After looking at results and seeking 
feedback from staff and families it is clear that Murray is well regarded and working 
well to lead Melrose Primary school. I am delighted to announce that Murray has 
been offered and accepted a new tenure for a further 3 years as principal at Melrose 
Primary.  
This new appointment secures Murray at MPS until the end of 2025. This is a positive 
outcome for the school as it provides continuity for children, families and staff. 
Congratulations to Murray.  
 

Staffing 2023 – Current status 
Junior Primary class - I am very pleased to inform you that yesterday we learnt that  
Ms Wanda has been re-appointed to Melrose PS for 2023 and will be teaching the 
Junior Primary class.  
We congratulate Miss Wanda and look forward to working with her next year. 
 
Upper Primary class – Mrs Taylor and Mr Koster 
Learning Support and Librarian - Mrs Piggott  
School Administrator and Finance – Mrs McCallum  
Other positions are currently being finalised.  
Ms Gamlen has won a positon at Orroroo Area School in 2023, we wish her all the 
best in her new role for 2023.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  29  Stuar t  St ree t  Mel rose  SA 5483 Phone:  8666 2154 Fax:  8666 2001  
   Emai l :  dl .0253. info@schools.sa.edu.au W eb:  www.melroseps.sa.edu.au  

                    PRINCIPAL:  Mr  Murray Koster   

                RESPECT ~ HONESTY ~ RESPONSIBILITY ~ EXCELLENCE 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
        

 
Yr 6 transition to BCDS  

Thursday & Friday  
1st & 2nd December  

 
Yr 6 Graduation Dinner  
Monday 5th December  

 
Awards Assembly  

Tuesday 6th December  
2pm  

 
Reports posted home  
Friday 9th December  

 
School Presentation Night  

Tuesday 13th December  
 

Last day of term  
Friday 16th December   

 

EARLY DISMISSAL  
Friday 16th December 

2.20pm  
 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS  
Monday 19th December –  

29th January 2023 
 

First day Term 1 2023 
Monday 30th January   

 
 

FOR ALL SCHOOL 
INVOICES  

BSB: 065-509 
ACC: 10039517 

 

http://www.melroseps.sa.edu.au/


 
Aussie of the Month 
Congratulations to Peyton for being awarded Aussie of the Month for 
the first half of this term.   
 

Her citation reads: 
Peyton is a quiet and hardworking student. She is kind and 
compassionate making her a positive role model for her classmates. 
Peyton is always polite, cooperative and respectful. Peyton abides by 
our school values and is a very deserving recipient of Aussie of the 
Month. 
 

Library News  

It would be appreciated if all library books are returned by no later than 
Friday 9th December, week 8. This allows me to do a complete stock 
check of the library before the end of the school year.  
 

Mrs Piggott has been working extremely hard in the library to make it 
a great learning environment and we thank her for this, and especially 
for all of the out of school hours she puts in.  
 
Soon there will be some new books arriving in our library and this is a big thank you to all of the families who have 
purchased through Scholastic Book catalogues throughout the year. The school is very grateful for your support.  
 

Remembrance Day 11 November at the Mt Remarkable War Memorial 
Our school attended this service on the 11th November. Our students did a wonderful job being very respectful and 
understanding of this solemn event being involved in readings, singing and wreath laying.  
I also acknowledge Mrs Bev Taylor for her organisation in making this a significant community event, Anna and Lara 
for their poems, they read beautifully.  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Antimicrobial Awareness Week   

A win for our school.  
Congratulations to Grace being the state runner-up (Primary category) in this 
year’s Antimicrobial Awareness Week poster competition. According to the 
judges her message about not flushing antibiotics was fantastic.  
As a winner Grace was invited to join a webinar with the Chief Public Health 
Officer Professor Nicola Spurrier along with Chief Veterinary Officer Mary Carr. 
The webinar was on Monday just gone.  The class got to see a recording of 
Grace’s interview. What a great experience for you Grace.  
 

Student Forum  
On Monday 14th November Eva, Sol and I attended a state-wide conversation 
about the purpose of public education which was held in Port Augusta. 
The student forum was about what students currently value and for them to 
imagine the possible. Topics discussed included: student wellbeing, student 
agency, the curriculum, and preparing for life after school.  
 

The collective feedback from students will feed into the wider consultation in 2023. By the start of term 2 2023 the 
department hopes to have heard from as many students, staff, stakeholders and parents which will help to create a 
renewed purpose statement, a set of guiding principles for our public education system. 
Eva and Sol represented our school admirably. 

 

Regards Murray  

 
Nitro Nat  
November Nitro Nat came to our school on November 2nd 
to demonstrate a variety of cool science experiments to the 
whole school, transition students and Playcentre students. 
The school was unable secure a booking for Nitro Nat to co-
inside with National Science week back in August, this was 
a delayed pack of our celebrations for National Science 
Week. 
Nitro Nat demonstrated different chemical reactions using 
PH solutions, dry ice and even set her hand on fire 
(safely…of course!) all through the wonders of sciences. She 
also conducted experiments using force and gravity which 
sent balls flying around the community room and created 
smoke rings. Students thoroughly enjoyed this educational 
and entertaining science experiences and can't wait to have 
her back in the future. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
SRC - Crazy Hair Day  
 

 

 

Whole School Camp – sleep over  

On Thursday and Friday 3rd and 4th of November we finally had 
our whole school camp after it was originally cancelled due to the National Day of Mourning for Queen Elizabeth II, 
and rain also threatened the new camp dates, but we got there in the end. 24 students excitedly left the school at 
9am.  It was a very enjoyable camp, students had excellent behaviour and manners and represented our school 
proudly. Our first stop was the Mintaro Maze, which many students had never been to before and enjoyed running 
through the maze searching for hidden items. After the maze it was a quick drive to Clare to the miniature trains. This 
activity was enjoyed by all students young and old. We arrived back at school for a scavenger hunt, BBQ tea and movie, 
students all slept soundly that night. We concluded the camp with a day at the Port Pirie Aquatic Centre, a Subway 
lunch and back to school. This was a great school camp one of the major positives was the bonding between the Junior 
Primary and Upper Primary students. Thank you to all the parents who donated food and helped with the catering. 
Thank you to Andrew and Scott for cooking the BBQ and Andrew for explaining how the school’s telescope works and 
joining us for the sleepover. Below are some of the student’s write ups about camp. 

      
Lilly  
I loved camp because at the aquatic centre we loved going under the bucket and getting smashed by the water and 
playing a game we made up, so we went down the water slide and tried to save each other and sometimes we even 
went down with each other it was so fun and I loved it so I'm thanking everyone that helped organised camp. 
 

Sol  
I liked camp because I got to go to the Mintaro Maze because I haven’t been there before, same as the trains in my 
opinion it was fun then we went back to school and we did a scavenger hunt and we got an ice cream a lollipop, a 
chocolate and a bbq then the next day we went to the Port Pirie swimming pool and Mrs Taylor dropped my stuff off 
because I could not bring it all walking home. 
 

Chloe  
My favourite part about camp was that we got to go to the Mintaro Maze which was new and that was fun. That night 
when we were sleeping at 4am I said in my sleep I am cold put your hand up. Also looking at the moon through the 
telescope was really cool. 
 

Olivia  
On camp we went to Mintaro Maze, we had a sheet that had lots of questions and we had to solve them. My partner 
was George, we were very fast because we ran around the maze and we were the first ones in the middle of the maze 
and we were the first ones finished. 
We got to ride on the little trains, Colin, Miss Grindell, Mrs Taylor and Liam were having so much fun. 
 

 



Lara  
I personally enjoyed the trains, although I thought it was boring when we had wait for the trains to come back for 
more people, we also saw baby ducklings they were very cute in my opinion, but in any case, it was thoroughly 
enjoyable. 
I found it amusing when the movie 'Flushed Away' wasn't working and we had to watch the movie 'Trolls' also during 
the movie 2 glow sticks broke and everyone was panicking, I once again found it quite funny. 
Everything (other than the aquatics centre) was new to me; the Mintaro Maze was mediocre but all right in the end 
and the trains were fun, it was a nice wrap up to my school camping years. 
 

Anna  
Camp was fun. First we went to the Mintaro Maze there were lots of games and questions. Then we went to the trains 
at Clare it was fun riding them. When we got home we watched Trolls and it wasn't as good as I thought. The next day 
we went to the Port Pirie swimming pool it was so fun.   
 

Eva  
What I enjoyed the best about camp is the Maze, the trains and the aquatic centre. I also enjoyed hanging out with 
my best friends Maisie, Lily. O and Grace. The funny thing for me that happened was the movie Flushed Away didn't 
work. The new thing for me was the trains and the maze. I would like to thank all the teachers for organising the day, 
the bus driver, Scott and Andrew for cooking tea. Andrew for bringing out the school’s telescope out for us to see the 
moon. 
Thank you 
 
Lily O  
Camp was amazing this year, it was so fun, interesting, and enjoyable. My favourite experience was the trains because 
I had never been there before. We also got to see baby ducks while riding the trains. I loved the environment around 
the train rides too. Also, the scavenger hunt was amazing because it wasn't too easy or hard, and we got the best 
prizes. I really enjoyed the potato bake at dinner it as awesome; I'm grateful Jessica made it! I loved the positive 
environment at camp and I'm happy that my last camp at Melrose Primary was great! 
 

Maisie  
What I enjoyed the best about camp would be sleeping over at school and hanging out with Lily O, Grace and Eva. The 
maze was lots of fun and so was the pool, I also enjoyed doing the treasure hunt at school as well. My final camp at 
Melrose was my favourite camp because I got to hang out with my BEST FRIENDS and have lots of fun. THANKYOU 
teachers so much for organising the camp it was so much FUN!!!!  
 

Peyton  
I enjoyed the trains because I've never been to Clare and there were baby ducks, I liked camp because there was a 
telescope pointing at the moon it was lots of fun. I liked camp because we watched Trolls and had a glow stick I liked 
the scavenger hunt because there was lollipops ice cream and caramel koala. 
 

George  
On camp I enjoyed the train because Colin was happy and it was fun for him. The scavenger hunt was good because I 
worked with my cousin Olivia and we got all the treats and got finished first.  
It was one of the best camps I have ever been on because we went to a lot of things. Camp was really fun!!! 
 
SAPSASA 
SAPSASA Tennis. We really enjoyed playing against other skilled players and the competition we had against them.  
We also really enjoyed having a hit of tennis and hanging out with our team, we loved playing with each other and 
even if we missed it or it didn’t go in, we still cheered each other on, in a positive way.  
And we won a couple of games, we lost a few too.  
But that is ok, we tried and had a great time that’s what matters. 
SAPSASA Tennis was lots of fun and we hope to do it again next year.  
Finally we thank Amanda Bowman for coaching us and we hope for her to coach us again in the years following.  
We all loved SAPSASA and we will do it again soon! 
 
By Grace, Lara, Maisie and Myah   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Primary News  
Last week the Junior Primary and Transition students had lots of fun learning about what floats and what sinks. We 
read the book Who Sank the Boat by Pamela Allen. 
We cut out a boat and glued it to paper and then we drew all the animals that were on the boat. We even drew the 
mouse who actually sank the boat! After that we made boats out of tin foil and tested whether they floated. We 
predicted, then tested how many animals we could put in our boats before they sunk. The highest number was 30.  

Lastly, we made the animals out of plasticine trying to represent the difference in the size of the animals. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Playcentre  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melrose Rural Care News 
Recently the children have been enjoying the Australian, Christmas themed story book “Wombat Divine” written by 
Mem Fox.  The children have been learning to retell the story in sequence, remembering together what happened at 
the start of the story, in the middle and the end of the story.  It was great to see the children telling the story of 
‘Wombat”. 
At Melrose Rural Care we have a literacy focus, with our improvement goal for our site being “To develop and increase 
children’s early literacy skills to become effective communicators”.  There are many literacy resources and books in 
our site and educators plan diverse learning experiences that develop children’s literacy learning.  The role of the 
educators is to capture the children’s interest and engage children in the intentionality of the learning experience. 

The children have been learning about weather in different parts of the World. Where it is cold and snows and places 
where it is warm and sunny (the top and bottom of the world and the middle).  Lately, the children have noticed the 
many changes in the weather. 

As we are getting closer to Christmas, the children are engaging in a Christmas sensory table and beginning to make 
their pine cone Christmas trees.   

Quote:  “Play is our brain’s favourite way of learning.”  Diane Ackerman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Governing Council  

At the beginning of Term 2 Melrose Primary School began a new initiative with the year 4, 5 & 6 students. They had a 

visit from SAPOL, who conducted a training program and educated the students about the importance and safety of 

being a student crossing monitor.  

The students have been given the opportunity to gear up in fluorescent vest/rain jacket (especially the last month), 

lollipop ‘STOP’ signs and a red whistle between them. Their job is to assist students using the crossing in the morning 

from 8:30 am - 8:45 am and in the afternoon from 3:20 pm - 3:40 pm during the school term. Farmers, truck drivers, 

family, friends, community members and visitors to our region.  

Please support and keep our Melrose Primary School students safe by slowing down to the legal speed limit of 25 km/h 

when approaching the school crossing and stopping when you see the bright orange “STOP’ signs. Thank you, Melrose 

Governing Council, Families, Staff and Students. 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget our Awards Assembly Tuesday 6th December 2pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Woolworths – Landcare Grant  

This is the start of great things to come 

 

And just look at our garden now, isn’t it just brilliant. Thank you Woolworths, Landcare and Ms Wanda. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  


